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https://covid19.who.int
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Source: US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Earth System Research Laboratory - http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/ccgg/trends/
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Non-communicable diseases
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NCDs kill 41 million people each year - 71% of all deaths globally

Four main risk factors: 
• tobacco use
• physical inactivity
• alcohol consumption
• unhealthy diets
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Inequalities
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Age-standardised death rates by region
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Source: National Travel Survey https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nts-factsheets
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Cause
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Response
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“Build back better”
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1) we need to make our societies more resilient and ensure a just transition

2) we need green jobs and sustainable growth

3) bailouts of industry, aviation and shipping should be conditional on aligning with 
the goals of the Paris Agreement

4) we need to stop wasting money on fossil fuel subsidies and the funding of coal

5) we need to consider climate risk in all decision-making

6) we need to work together.

…how the world recovers from COVID-19 is a “make-or-break moment” for the 
health of our planet.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-attitudes-towards-traffic-and-road-use

• Respondents overwhelmingly agreed that the 
government should act to increase road safety, 
improve air quality, reduce traffic congestion and 
reduce traffic noise.

• 77% of respondents supported the reduction of 
road traffic in towns and cities in England, and 66% 
of respondents were supportive of reallocating road 
space to walking and cycling across towns and cities 
in England

• The four areas considered to be the most serious 
problems in residential and high streets were: 
vehicles going too fast, not enough car parking 
spaces, heavy traffic, and traffic fumes.
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Rutter, Horton, Marteau, Lancet 2020

Focus on:

• Objective science and data, 
pulling NCDs out of the shadows

• Drivers and actions across 
systems, including the transport 
system

• Change behaviours of those who 
determine the contexts in which 
we play out our lives

• Identifying levers for meaningful 
action
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• The COVID-19 pandemic creates major long term challenges for 
transport and other systems, which will continue as it becomes endemic

• There is a strong inequalities dimension to both impacts and responses

• …but also huge opportunities to create equitable, sustainable change 
with positive synergies across transport, environment, and health

• Effective responses require a focus on intergenerational equity, 
internalising externalities, and systems thinking, among much else

• The challenge is not knowing what to do, it is making it happen…

Conclusions
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